
 

 
  
 

 
  

  

P E R S O N A L  P L A N N E R  

Bequests to Your Favorite Charity 

Bequests to charity are the most popular type of planned gift. A donor may retain 

assets during life and then leave a bequest to a charity. Read More 
 
  

S A V V Y  L I V I N G  

Macular Degeneration: What You Should Know 

What can you tell me about age-related macular degeneration? My mother had it 

before she died and at age 63 I'm worried I may get it too. Read More 
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Y O U R  P L A N  

Bobby Lee Collier 

Bobby Lee Collier was an art teacher whose creativity bloomed not only... Read More 
    

 W A S H I N G T O N  N E W S  

Affordable Care Act Guidance 

Just before the Thanksgiving holiday, the IRS published comprehensive and voluminous regulations on the 

Affordable Care Act. Read More 

 

    

 F I N A N C E S  

Stocks - Hewlett-Packard's Turnaround Looking Good Read More 

Bonds - Treasuries Fall as The Economy Improves Read More 

CDs and Mortgages - Interest Rates Climb Higher on Good News Read More 

 

 
 

CDs Got Your Finance Committee Down? 
Investment Options With The Foundation Explained 

 

The Foundation offers several options and most of our council would be that each investment should be invested 
according the purpose of the fund. Endowments, scholarships, building funds and other special funds where the 
funds are supposed to still be here or not be used for several years should be invested in  funds with an eye to the 
future…not short term investments like CD’s and money market funds. Our most popular choice is our Balanced 
Growth Fund which is up 14.94% YTD through the end of October (and has an annual return of 7.15% for the last 10 
years). This is a very low cost diversified fund. For shorter term options and accounts that may be totally spent out or 
used over the next year or so we would suggest the Short Term Income Fund.  It offers returns similar to CD type 
investments, but funds are not tied up. It is up .69% YTD and has an average return of 2.21% over the last  
5 years. We also offer an all stock fund and an all bond fund. 
 

All our investments are pooled together with other church and 
ministries and priced monthly at month end. All or any portion of 
any investment can be liquidated any month without fee or penalty 
as long as we know before the end of any month. We hold 
hundreds of church accounts for churches in Holston and manage 
over $90 million in assets. The Foundation is NOT the conference, 
but the Foundation was created by the Conference to serve 
churches and ministries in the Conference independently. We are 
governed by volunteer investment professionals, CPA’s, attorneys, 
and other leaders who are all members of UMC in Holston. 
  

We would be glad to share more information or even meet with a 
committee or key leadership if there are questions or such would 
be desirable. We even have tools to help churches determine 
how much they can spend.  Many churches are using our three 
year rolling average formula and a spending rate of 4% to keep 
the spending power of their funds up with inflation and avoiding 
a feast or famine mentality do to market fluctuations. You can 
find an illustration of this here. 
 

Let us know how or when we might be of service.  You can get lots of very useful information on our website too at 
www.holston.org/foundation. Establishing a new account is easy…we just need to know the name of the account, the 
investment option or options (you can mix or match any…or even dollar cost average from the short term into Balanced 
Growth), and two people and their titles who we are authorized to talk with or make changes. It is simple! Consider 
inviting Paul Bowman or myself to a committee meeting and we will go over your church’s options for 2014. 
 

                                                                                                                                  - Roger Redding 

                                                                                                                                    Executive Director  
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